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I at once instituted a rigorous though secret inquiry,
and collected a body of evidence of corrupt prac-
tices, which I laid before the American minister,
Mr. Jay, with a demand that it should be communi-
cated to the government. Mr. Jay at first declined
to take cognizance of the matter, and accused me of
doing what I did with political partisan bias, Van
Buren being a prominent politician. I assured him
that I did not even know to which party Van Buren
belonged; but, what probably moved him more was
my assurance that the affair was not going to be
whitewashed, that if it was not corrected quietly I
was determined to make a public exposure, and that
whoever tried to whitewash it would need a white-
washing himself, whereupon he decided to take,
under oath, the evidence I had laid before him and
send it to Washington, which he did.

The result was a cable dismissal of the entire com-
mission and the nomination in their places of sev-
eral American gentlemen who had come to Vienna
to witness the opening of the Exhibition, amongst
whom were two of ray warmest personal friends.
They immediately offered me the official position of
secretary to the commission, which I declined. Hav-
ing enlisted on the " Tribune," and considering my-
self held " for the war," I could not desert, though
the inducement was very strong, for I should not
only have been better paid than by the " Tribune,"
but should have been practically director of the
Exhibition, so far as the American department was
concerned. The exposure of the old commission